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B HEBREWS x. 2. 


LET US NOT FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING oun⸗ | 


SELVES TOGETHER, | 


However the chriſtian 3 may have been 
divided concerning the proper object of reli- 
gious worſhip ; however they may have dif- 
fered concerning their forms of prayer, or whe- 
ther preſcribed liturgies or extempore prayer, 
as it is called, beſt anſwer the end of edification; 
however they may have diſputed concerning 
the exceſs or deficiency of other external circum- 


ſtances or ceremonials, which muſt, in ſome 


degree, attend all expreſſions of the affections 
of the heart, they appear to have been uni- 
verſally agreed upon the * expediency and pro. 

1 of * or ſocial, Do, A ; 


x? 7 : LS * | * 
Cy _ 


13 
It is under this perſuaſion, in common with 
the practice of all preceding ages of the chriſtian 
church, and all deſcriptions of chriſtians, that 
we ſtatedly aſſemble ourſelves together in the 
act of public worſhip. We, of this ſociety, are 
further united in ſuch religious ſervice upon the 
principle of addreſſing our prayers and praiſes, 
our thankſgivings and petitions to the one only 
living and true God, in contradiſtinction to the 
prevailing polytheiſm of our other fellow- 
chriſtians. 


But, notwithſtanding this general agreement, 
the public have lately had ſubmitted to their 
peruſal, through the medium of the preſs, an 

inquiry into this ſubject, which concludes 
againſt all ſocial worſhip. (a) The author of 
this © eſſay” is one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
critical writers of our day; * his diſpoſi- 
ce tions are ſerious, his love of virtue ardent, his 
ee faith ſincere.” (5) Thus qualified and thus 
characteriſed, his labors deſerve examination, 

6 „ 2 4 x 6 1 22 K and : 


7 M0 Sees i An OE wa ha OA IRS "A pro- , 
t priety of public or ſocial worſhip: By Gilbert Wake- 
field, B.A late Fellow of Jeſus College, CO 


Printed for I. Deighton, 1791. 


= b) Wakefield's Enquiry, p- 1, Ec. 


(3A: 
and are entitled to candor: but where the 


queſtion does not depend upon very deep cri- 
ticiſm, or very abſtruſe reaſoning, or upon dark 
and doubtful expreſſions, a common under- 


| ſtanding, accompanied with diſpoſitions equally | 


| ſerious, with a love of virtue equally ardent, and 
with a faith equally ſincere, need not be filenced 
by an Were g ee np in "critical ks: 
h , e 2 5 
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| Sdiih» . hs chriſtian church as are 


nnn by the example and precept of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles are ſanctioned by tlie 
kigheſt authority in the eſtimation of a chriſtian; 


or the mere . expediency and propriety of 


il worſhip,” which are objected to by this 


- writer; are juſtifiable, ſhould we only be able to 
prove that it greatly contributes to the religious 
eldification of the chriſtian brotherhood. ” But, 
it is-preſumed, there is no occaſion to reſt a vin- 


dication of public or ſocial worſhip upon the 


arguments of expediency and propriety alone. 
We will meet the inquirer on his own ground, 
following his own arrangement of his ſeyeral 
- propoſitions, and confider them ſeparately. (1) 
The practice of our Lord himſelf, —(11.) his 
precepts, - and (mm. ) the practice of the apoſtles, 


3 0” 


( .6 9 


are the queſtions of fact e which: MS; are 
rg. * at . | 


5 15 * kn, en of Chriſt, —we 
: are agreed that we are bound to be imitators 
e of him; (e) and that he left us an example, 
ec that we ſhould follow his fteps.” (4) But it 
is worth our while to conſult the context where 
theſe expreſſions occur, to determine their true 
meaning, leſt we ſhould, through haſte or in- 
advertency, miſapply them.—In the epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, we are bidden to be imitators 
„ of | Chriſt”, in putting no ſtumbling#block 
before jews, or greeks, or the church of God: 
and in the epiſtle of Peter, where we are told 
that Chriſt t left us an example that we ſhould 
er follow his ſteps,” it is in the concluſion of 
an argument for the patient bearing of afflictions, 
for which he was himſelf ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed. Let us not, therefore, be inſtrumental 
in giving unneceſſary occaſion of offence to our 
brethten, whatever may be their religious faith; 
nor impatient ourſelves when our faith may be 
arraigned, or our moſt conſcientious a 

ed. | | | 194.0 


e 24723 0t 


(c) 1. Cor. xi. 1. | | (4) Is Pet. ii. 21. 


(TE | 
1 But to. return more immediately tc to our in⸗ 
_ quiry Tie paſſages 
our Tod himſelf did not; join in n public or ſocial 
worſhip a are thoſe which mention n his going * into 


. 


4 | 9 1 0 e) his << pak his diſciples GE 5 1 
3 ſernane, and telling them to ſit down, while he 1 
(e went and prayed {yontler) elſewhere; ( his | 

0 « withdrawing himſelf into the wilderneſs, and 
| « Prapiüg; ( g ) his «i, going out into a mountain 99 | | 
| i to p Pray, and contineing all night in prayer 1 
8 to God; 0 h ) his praying alone Oe "2g 1 ö 

. diſciples w were e with him "x i i 0 | 
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* ” * Tad 4 a+. 


- 


AA OT 
— 


Pi all theſe inſtances, £44 1 are ſo 1 
ſimilar, that the ſpirit of the concluſion to be — 
drawn from them muſt be the fame; there is no 
Tex parating th the one from che ober Wi "uy marked 
diſtinction. 2 1 5 wht RE FT 
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That Chriſt Galt Wed es to pray FI 
teat of joining in ſocial worſhip,-is very true, 
but we are not from thence to conclude that 
he was averſe to public prayer. On theſe 


EE; occaſions, he may have been determined by the 
oh A 1 Fr uk circumſtances 


1 © 
—_ 


2 Matt. xiv. 23. compare Mark vi. 46 ad 47. 1 | 
Matt. xxvi. 36, &c. . Luke v. 16. | | 
Luke vi. 12. (i) Luke ix. 18. 


43 * SER 


circumſtances of the caſe; che ſubject "of his 
prayer might have reference to his particular 
py or he may have been influenced by the 
ſtate of his own mind, the fatigue of body, 
the deſire to leave his diſciples for a while with- 
out the reſtraint of his preſence; or the peculiar a 
trials to which he was, at different times, parti- 
culariy expoſed, which required his ſtrengthen- 
ing his mind by devout application to God, inde- 
pendent of thoſe who were then with him. ; All, 
or any of, theſe. conſiderations may have diſ- 
Poſed him to retire alone, without intending, 
in the leaſt degree, to diſcountenance ſocial . 


rayer. - £ Li . © 
7 if ff, - 1 2 4 bs » j I = $ 4 * 5 


1 che argument 4 our 5 we ought 
| not only to confine ourſelves to private prayer, but 
follow the example of Chriſt in retreating to a 
mountain, or a wilderneſs, or to reſerve the even- 
ing or night ſeaſon for this delightful intercourſe 
with God.—Or, we might, with the ſame pro- 
ns apply the injunction © not to let our left 
© hand know what our right hand doeth,” (k) 
as prohibiting our concurrence in any public 


charities for the relief and comfort of the more 


diſtreſſed! part of our brethren, becauſe ſuch 
acts muſt be ſeen and known by men, 8 
8 | We 


(+) Matt. vi. 3. 


[ 9) 
We are challenged, by our author, to ER 
* one ſingle poſitive proof of the exiſtence of ſo- 
te cjal worſhipamong Chriſt and his apoſtles.” (7) 
Let us, therefore, try, though we ſhould fail to 
ſatisfy ſome inquirers, at leaſt to juſtify ourſelves „ 
oben 5 reaſonable evi. — 
dence of 3 1 =. 


„ . 
transfiguration, when he went into a mountain | | 
to pray, he took with him Peter, and John, 4 
and James; and theſe, it may as reaſonably be 2 
preſumed, were ſelected to join with him in 5 f 
prayer, as well as to be vitneſſes of what * | | 
on that occaſion. 5 3 1 


* 
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Of that prayer of J __ recorded in the ſeven- 
teenth chapter of John, it is ſaid by our objeftor, | 
that no mention is made of any invitation to 
his apoſtles to join or aſſiſt him in theſe devo- 
« tions. (m) But, is it not equally obſervable, 
and as probable, that no invitation was thought 
neceſſary,—or that the evangeliſt might omit to 
write it down? The example of Chriſt, and the 
reſpect his diſciples entertained for him, would moſt 
probably lead them to join him in every aſpiration 
to God, in his behalf, without requiring to be 
viddew | 


69 Wakefield's Enquiry, P- 13. 
(m) Ibid. P · 14+ | 15k 
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(cw ) 


Baden to G0 that, which cheir own minds would 
, N them to. 18 


Ai Tie eee Lord's paper, 
our Farnkx, is very imperfettly anſwered by: 
alledging that the meaning of the language, 
excluſively of any reference to ſocial prayer, 
applies to the perfect equality of ll mankind(n). 
The equality of mankind wil indeed juſtify the 
application of this language in ſupport of ſo- 


_ cial worſhip, but can never ſeparate it from fuch 


appropriation. Equal Airy will unite men in the 
ſame duties and offices; Jefus, therefore, ;bymak- 


ing uſe of this form in his own devotions, re- 


commended i it to be uſed 1 in common ads his dif- 


pI "om Jeſus 170 nr two or 
* three are gathered together in my name, there 


« am 1 in the midft of them. (o) It is aſked, 
ec can theſe aſſemble together, in the name of 
God (or more properly as chriſtians,) that is, 
to promote God's glory, and the purpoles of 
c his providence, on no other occaſion, but that 
* of public worſhip ?4(p) Certainly ber may, 


dus ; 


(#) Enquiry, p. 25 and 26. 
(2) Matt. XVI1L, _ 
(2) Enquiry, p 27+ 


n 


but ſo alſo may they join in ſocial prayer 
on theſe occaſions, or even profeſſedly meet for 
the purpoſe of public worſhip. The promiſe 
here made by Chrift to his diſciples, appears to 
%ave been confined to that firſt age of the 
goſpel, when miraculous powers were diſpenſed 
for its more offectual propagation,” and the 

promiſe appears to have been made in or- _ 
dex m wre hem to Joi in prayer for _ 
Gaar . 5 


| The prayer of Chuiſt i 
of Lazarus, (4) is, I think, unnoticed by our 
author. Jeſus lift, up his eyes, and ſaid, Fa- 
* ther, I thank thee chat thou haſt heard me, 
And I knew that thou heareſt me always ; but, 
« becauſe of the people which ſtand by, J fad it 
chat they may believe that thou haſt ſent me“. 2 
From hence it appears that Chriſt not only 
F prayed to God, his Father, in public and before 
his diſciples, but ſor them, that their minds 
| might be enlightened by. the anfwer which was 

given to his prayer; in which, as they were not 
unintereſted, it is not to be preſumed that they 
withheld their aſſent. For public: prayer, while 
| it unites. the petitions of numbers, ſtrengthens 


the religious principles, and i improves them. 
5. We 


i} 
7 14 
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. 
ee We are told in various paſſages by the 
6 goſpel-writers, that our Lord frequented the 
« Jewiſh ſynagogues, wherever he came; that 
«_he was a conſtant attendant in the templay, 
„ hen at Jeruſalem; that he went into pri- 
<< vate families on many occaſions, for the pur- 


- <<. poſe of promoting, by incidental admoni- 
<< tions and pious leſſons, the ſubſtantial im- 


« provement of his hearers, in the knowledge 


* and practice of his genuine ſpiritual benevo- 


« Jent religion.“ r) All this is acknowledged 
by our author, for they are his own words, 2 5 
then he inſiſts, 'that © in all theſe inſtances, 
Jeſus is not ſaid to join in prayer. 
There is, however, along with the Aminen 
of the facts of Chriſt's actual practice, a very 


material drawback from the obvious conſe- 


quences of this ſtatement, which nevertheleſs 
may be ſufficiently anſwered by propoſing a few 


plain queſtions in our turn, and a little in our 


author's own manner. What individual, it may 
be aſked, can take upon himſelf to ſay, that © all 
. ſocial worſhip conſiſts of outward exhibition, op- 
poſed to inward influence ; in the honour of the 
lips, oppoſed to the aſpiration of the heart; in 
the vain oblations of ceremonial homage, op- 
„ - poſed 


Cr) Enquiry, p. 24 and 15. 
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| caſed to the ſacrifice 5 the whole man, body 
and ſpirit, on the altar of the divine will?“ Nay, 
let me make my appeal to every one, who now 
hears me, whether he has not known the devo- 
tion of the heart aſſiſted by ſocial worſhip, and 
the love of his fellow - creatures ſpread abroad in 
his heart, by joining with them in the acts of 
public worſhip. And when, or where, can 
* genuine ſpiritual benevolent religion,” be bet- 
ter cultivated, than when, in one voice, we 
unite our hearts in prayer to God, and have the 
objects towards whom our benevolence ſhall be 
directed accompanying us in our N to 

dur common N : 


II. With a 00, hs e of HA: 
Theſe, it is alledged, have almoſt expreſsly ſe - 


cluded ſocial prayer: ſuch as e Be not as the 


% hypocrites, for they love to pray ſtanding in 
re the ſynagogues, but enter into thy cloſet.— 
« Worſhip the Father in (piric and in truth,” 


Oſtentation in public vorſhip was | repeatedly 
and ſeveroly reproved by Chriſt in the phariſees. 
The reprehenſion of their long prayers, their 

voain repetitions, and their disfiguring their faces, 

was intended to reform, not to ſuppreſs their 
public meetings for the ſocial worſhip of God; 


£9 


64 


to regulate and purify, not to anpikilate thefs 
religious aſſemblies ; to diſtinguiſh between. the 
uſe, and the abuſe of public prayer. Parade 
and oftentation are not neceſſarily connected with 
ſocial worſhip, neither is it always a mere lip- 
ſeryice. Humility of mind, unfeigned repen- 
. tance, and the moſt feryent devotion, are as at- 
| fainable in public, as in private prayer. The 
act of meeting our fellow-chriſtians in the ordi- 
4 nary way of aſſembling. ourſelves together, no no 
more nouriſhes hypocriſy or pride, than retiring 
into our own cloſets, apart from all ſocial inter- 
courſe, for the ſame purpoſe, may beget pride or 
Telf. conceit. And further, we may either re- 
ceive conſiderable improvement from the ex- 
ample of others, or communicate it by. our own, 
not in the way of enthuſiaſtic or ſuperſtitious j in- 
flzences, but in the rational exerciſe of our fa- 
culties, and in the pleaſing contemplation that in 
chriſtian love for each other, we, the creatures 
of God, are paying the homage of the whole heart | 
to the one God an'Facher of all. 


The precept given by. Chriſt to his diſciples 

= „when they pray, to enter into their cloſets,” 
is addrefſed to them individually; but the 
Prayer which he preſcribed to them, at the ſame 
12 * to them collectiveh e Our 
f N Father.” 


, 3 
x, 
* 
* 
* 
, 


« Pacher and {s mote particularly proper Br 
focial prayer. One of our Lord's diſciples faid 
unto him, Lord! teach us to pray, as John | 
< alfo ranken his pas, con And he faid unts 6 


with his d inſtructions to HF His 
very doctrines, his temper of mind, the occa- 
fionand object of his going thither, would, (I had . 
almoſt ſaid in ſpite of himſelf,) make him break 
forth in prayer to God in behalf of his hearers 
and himſelf, and thereby improve both teacher 
and follower, as well by the ſubject of prayer, as 
by any y diſcourſe he might Sever to go of 


„ To worſhip the Puder in int u in 
ce truth,” depends upon the diſpoſition of the 
worſhipper : it may be done either in ſocial or 
Private prayer, but when the heart is hardened 
and the thoughts are ä it can be done 
in neither. | 


III. Wich reſpect to the 38 of the 
x apoſtles, I think the evidence is yet more deci- | 


five. 


(/) Luke xi. 2, 3, 


6 


ſive. The apoſtles, we are told (5), were con- 
- * tinually in the temple, praiſing and bleſſing 
« God;” they prayed together at the elecłion of 
a new aſſociate in the room of Judas (t); the diſ- 
ciples << continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtle's doc- 
« trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers”(#). © Peter and John went up 
e together into the temple at the hour of prayer,” 
before they reſtored to the lame man the uſe of his 
feet (x). Again, other diſciples are recorded (y) to 
have «lifted up their voices to God with one ac- 
cord.” The apoſtles prayed before they laid their 
bands on the ſeven deacons (z): and likewiſe when 
Barnabas and Paul were called (a). Cornelius 
Is deſcribed e as a devout man, and one, who, 
« together with his family, prayed to God al 
« way (). Paul, at the cloſe of his addreſs. to 


che elders of the church at Epheſus, « kneeled 


« down, and prayed with them all (c). And, 
again, when he had landed at Tyre, had ſtayed 

there ſeven diys, and was about to leave it, the 
diſciples with their wives and children accom- 
panied him out of the city; when they all 
-@ W down on the ** and prayed (d). 


Theſe 
c Luke xxiv. 53 . Ad i. 24. 
 (#) Adds ii. 2. (] Acts ii. 1 
Acts iv, 24. (& Accs vi. 6, 
() Acts xiii. 3. Ads x. 2. 


7: (c) Acts XX. 35. I | (4) Acts xxi. 4 Se. 


| 7 

Theſe are e ſo many * repreſbüfhe nt of the 
practice of the apoſtles and firſt diſciples of Chriſt. 
And our author, ſeeing the force of theſe prece- 
dents, has obſerved with ſome triumph, ec that 
© faſting and circumciſion, and all the ceremo- 
e nies of the jewiſh ritual were continued by 
« the apoſtles, whilſt the temple” ftood e). 
1 But ſocial prayer ſurvived the jewiſh ritual, and 
appears to have been practiſed by the apoſtles 
and diſciples of Chriſt after circumciſion was 
done away. Concerning the duty of faſting, 
whatever may have been its proper import in 
the jewiſh law, ſeems to be tranſlated into 
intelligible language under the chriſtian diſ- 
penſation by the word ec TEMPERANCE and in 
this view it continues obligatory upon us, and 
no leſs ine; to our mores than to our 


health. : . f 1 : 4 
* 1 : 


: Let us now turn to the general exhortation ; 
; in our text ; let Rs conſider, one another to 
«© provoke unto love, and to good works: not 
« forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 
as the manner of ſome. is; but exhorting one 

te another: and ſo much the more as ye ſee the 
day approaching.” This aſſembling together 


was, indeed, MOEN for the purpoſe of © ex- 
05 i 


(e) Tarun p- 34. * 


0 18 ) 


= horting one another to ſtedfaſtneſs and perſe- 
e yerance, and of comforting ſuch as had gone 
40 « through the great conflict of perſecution, A 
« work at all times neceſſary, but particularly 
. ſo, as the day of vengeance and judgment i 3 
« approaching (H.“ But can any one, ſeriouſſy 
imagine that this ſtedfaſtneſ sand perſeverance 
were to be procured, or that this comfort was to 
be adminiſtered, under the great conflict of perſe- 
cution, without religious intercourſe with God 
in prayer? The very preſu mption is ſtamped. 
with abſurdity and contradiction. 5 155 5 


« - Fe * 
\ 4 "RES. * 


"If it be objected to public prayer that we may 
4 improper petitions to God, from the 
great mixture of characters in a public congre- 
gation; let it be obſerved that forms of public 
prayer cannot be too general or comprehenſive, 
provided they clearly expreſs thoſe ſentiments 
which are appropriate to ſuch perſons, and which 
unite them together. Our wants and weakneſſes, 
our temptations and tranſgreſſions i in this world, 
and our hopes and expeCtations in that which 2 
is to come, are, generally ſpeaking, comm n 
to us all. If, for inſtance, we ſhould pray or 


health, (hich has been olyeties to) it is in ſub- 
ſervience 


\ 


1 ( F) See Sykes on Hebrews, ch. x. 25.—Wakefield m 
his Notes on his New Teſtament, on the place. 


* 


619 4) 
ſervience to the divine will; and hea our 


ſickneſſes may be our bleſſings, our prayers 


will make us more reſigned and patient under 
them, and remind us under whoſe government 


we live. But, after all, individuals, as well in 


the upper as the lower ranks of life, are more 
likely to commit errors of this kind in ſolitary, 
than in ſocial, ſervices. No ſpecies of compo- 
ſition is more difficult than that of prayer. Its 
excellence conſiſts in ſuch guarded propriety of 
expreſſion, and requires ſuch an unaffected 


ſimplicity, and dignity. of compoſition united, as 


* 


very few perſons can attain. Hence alſo all 


forms of * require N ä 


Th WE 3 fwd that Pa ay : the Prayer, 0 ths 
ce miniſter was made to himſelf, as in a modern 


, cc ſynagogue, or delivered as the prayer of an 
individual, as the bleſſing in the church of 
England is pronounced by the biſhop, if pre- 
e ſent, or, in his. abſence, by the prieſt, —it 
would ſeem liable to no exception (g).“ 


This certainly does not. reach the proper idea q 


of public worſhip, but is rather of an authori- 


tative aſſumption in the officiating miniſter, who, 
_Inftead of being the director of a religious aſ- 
_ 


(e) Enquiry, p. 35. 


( 20 ) 


2 ſembly at pleaſure, . or ought to be, no 
more than their inſtrument, or organ of union. 
When our L.ord prayed at any meeting of his 
diſciples, or during his teaching in the temple, 
"it was in conſequence of the pious affection of 

his own heart, and as an example and incite- 

ment, we may moſt reaſonably conclude, to 
unite his hearers in a ſimilar ſervice, His ex- 
ample was not ſo much to apply to any indi- 
vidual praying to the fupreme Being! in behalf 
of the reſt, as to all of them concurring in offer- 
ing the ſacrifice of e and 2255 to che God 
and F ather of all. 


A diſtegard of God, and of his 8 is 
not confined to any one claſs of perſons. The 
lower ranks among us are aſſiſted in and indeed 
owe all the knowledge they have of God and 
religion to their attendance upon the public 
worſhip of that denomination of religioniſts to 
which they may be united from the circum- 
' ſtances of their birth and parentage ; their ſupe- 
riors, if they want not to be informed, certainly 
require to be frequently reminded of their duty. 

Public worſhip is a great mean, and, in our pre- 
ſent circumſtances, the moſt effectual one, of pub- 
liſhing religious inſtruction; and prayer particu- 
larly intereſts every individual: public worſhip is 
the moſt probable mean of calling the higher ranks 
. MT | to 
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to a wy ſenſe of God and religion; and is the 
only opportunity of introducing to the minds of 
the ignorant the influence of prayer. 


It is ſome evidence of the natural diſpoſition of 
the mind of man to addreſs itſelf to his creator, 
when we ſee the untaught pagan break forth in 
prayer to the ſupreme Being; and, it is Rill 
more to our purpoſe, when we meet the un- 
learned, but pious, chriſtian offering to God: the 
rational ſervice of his grateful heart in deſpite of 
the ignorance and ſuperſtition in which his ſpi- 
ritual guides have kept him. It has many years 
been recorded of an ignorant papiſt living in 
Spain, that he perceived a neceſſity of his on 
private prayers to God, beſides the Pater- noſter, 
Ave Maries, and the like, uſed in the courſe of the 
romiſh church. But being ignorant of any form 
of prayer, he every morning, humbly bend- 
ing his knees, and lifting up his eyes and hands 
to heaven, deliberately repeated the alphabet, | 
"OM And now,” ſaid he, O good God, put theſe 
4 letters together to ſpell ſyllables, to ſpell 
| 6c words, to make ſuch ſenſe, as may be moſt to 
« thy glory, and my good.” (g) But how rare 
an inſtance is this, of the ſpirit of piety breaking 
through, and diſperſing, ſuch a cloud of ignorance 
| - 


20 Fuller's Good Thoughts in evorſe times, 16 59s p. 61. 
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as had gathered over this honeſt peaſant from 


his own want of information and the eg 
in which he was held by his priefts. PE 373 


Every argument for public worſhi ip can only 
ſtand upon ſcripture, reaſon, and public edifica- 
tion. The ſervice ſhould agree with the few 
great and leading principles of our common 
faith; ſhould correſpond with, and be adapted 
to, the reaſon and underſtanding of thoſe who 
are expected to join in it; and it will then lead 
to the inftruftion and improvement on = e 


attend upon it. 


However negligently the public religious ſer- 


vices of this day may be attended, by . 
of every deſeription, (and more eſpecially in 
this great city and its immediate neighbour- 
hood,) who is there that can anſwer for the con- 
ſequences of a total rejection of an ordinance ſo 
congenial with our own unprejudiced feelings, 
ſo well calculated to ſuit our preſent ſtate, ſo 


approved by all ages of the world, ſo agreeable 


to the practice and precepts of our great maſter, 


and his apoſtles and firſt diſciples ? Let us take 


care that our public religious ſervice be ſcriptural | 


and rational, worthy of God to whom it is ad- 


dreſſed, and becoming his rational creatures of 
mankind to offer to the creator and governor of 
: the 
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the world, and he will bleſs every voluntary and 


| ſerious attendance on this mean of intercourſe 


between himſelf and man; this mean of union 


and love between fellow-creatures, and fel- 


low-chriſtians. Under theſe impreſſions, let 
us join in this prayer, that ourſelves and our 


houſe, may ſerve the Lord, Jehovah, in every 
opportunity of ſocial prayer, as well as in every 
other action of our lives. 


THE END. 
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